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proof that he has spoken and acted in the manner supposed. Moreover, good sirs, had we this proof, it would behove us to consider further the extreme simplicity of the man and the feebleness of his understanding. He was the laughing-stock of the children in the Public Square. He is ignorant; he has done a thousand extravagances. For my own part I believe he is beside himself. What he says is worthless nonsense, and there is nothing sensible he can do. I think he has been frequenting seditious societies ; and goes about repeating what he heard there, without understanding a word of it. He is too dull-witted to be punished. Look out for his instructors ; it is they are to blame." There are many difficulties in the matter, and the wise man has told us, c In doubt, refrain from action.'"
Having so said, the Advocate stepped down from his stool. And Brother Giovanni received his death sentence. And he was informed he was to be hanged in the Square where the peasant women come to sell fruit and vegetables and the children to play knucklebones.
Next a very illustrious Doctor of Law, who was one of the Judges, got up and said:
cc Giovanni, it behoves you to subscribe consent to the sentence condemning you, for being pronounced in the narx of the city, it is pronounced by yourself, inasmuch as you are part and parcel